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THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF TELEVISION ARTS & SCIENCES ANNOUNCES MID-ATLANTIC WINNERS OF 2009 “STUDENT TELEVISION AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE”
(May 6, 2009)  – Officials from the National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences (NATAS), Mid-Atlantic Chapter, gathered with regional students and educators to announce the 2009 winners of the Mid-Atlantic Student Television Awards for Excellence in ceremonies at North Penn High School in Lansdale, PA on Friday, May 1.  The Student Awards for Excellence honor outstanding television journalism by high school students and serve to encourage and support high standards of journalism among regional students.  

Mid-Atlantic NATAS Chapter President Susan Buehler presided over the award ceremony that recognized winning students with crystal statues in seven categories. Plymouth Whitemarsh High School (Plymouth Meeting, PA) earned three awards; The Milton Hershey School (Hershey, PA) earned two awards; and North Penn High School (Lansdale, PA) and Washington Township High School (Washington Township, NJ,)each earned one award. In addition, 
20 students received Honorable Mention recognition, representing seven regional high schools. 

The Jerry Trently Prize was awarded to the Milton Hershey School, winners of the 2009 News category.  First awarded in 2007, this prize honors the exemplary career of the late Jerry Trently by supporting TV programs for area youth and awarding the winning school $1000 for future television program or equipment needs. Mr. Trently was an award-winning broadcaster who earned the admiration of his colleagues during his 21 years at WHP–TV in Harrisburg working as an acclaimed videographer and respected news director. 

“I am delighted to hear that many of you are considering careers in television.  I am encouraged to see examples of strong journalism, storytelling, writing and technical excellence in this year’s entries and challenge all of you to continue to strive for high standards of excellence as you refine your craft,” said Buehler.  

2009 MID-ATLANTIC STUDENT TELEVISION AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE:
News

Milton Hershey School (Hershey, PA)

“The America No One Wants To See”

Ryan Wright

Teacher: Doug Legore

Arts & Entertainment

Milton Hershey School (Hershey, PA)

“Take a Seat”

Brad Datko

Teacher: Doug Legore

Long Form

Plymouth Whitemarsh High School (Plymouth Meeting, PA)

“Les. Mrs: From the Ground Up”

Ian Rose, Alex Mandel

Teacher: Chris McWilliams

2009 MID-ATLANTIC STUDENT TELEVISION AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE (more):
Sports

North Penn High School (Lansdale, PA)

“Inside the Athlete”

Nolan Berkowitz, Megan McNerney, Mike Dickens

Teacher: Robert Gillmer

PSA

Plymouth WHitemarsh HS

“The Drive to Save Lives”

Ian Rose, Dave Cox

Teacher: Chris McWilliams

Craft Achievement

Plymouth Whitemarsh HS

“The Drive to Save Lives”

Ian Rose, Dave Cox

Teacher: Chris McWilliams

Writing

Washington Township HS (Washington Twp, NJ)

Erin Dunphy

Teacher: Martin Bouchard

2009 STUDENT TELEVISION AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

Honorable Mention Recipients:
North Penn High School - Six 

Plymouth Whitemarsh High School - Four 

Conestoga High School – Three 
Washington Twp High School – Three 
Kennett High School – Two 
Pocono Mt East High School – One 
Milton Hershey School – One 

The Mid-Atlantic Chapter of NATAS represents some 650 industry professionals working in regional television and is best known for organizing the annual Mid-Atlantic Emmy® Awards, which recognize excellence in news, programming and individual achievement in PA, NJ, and DE. Judging is spearheaded by regional NATAS Chapters in comparable TV markets across the county.  Members represent more than 25 television stations, numerous cable companies and programmers, as well as independent producers, production facilities and educational institutions. The Chapter also organizes professional development seminars and special events for area television professionals; oversees the Mid-Atlantic Student Television Program, a regional recognition program for high school students; and the Young Producer’s Award scholarship competition for the region’s aspiring broadcasting professionals.  
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