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NATAS MID-ATLANTIC ANNOUNCES NEW CATEGORIES AND ONLINE ENTRY SUBMISSION PROCESS FOR 30th ANNUAL EMMY® AWARDS  

PHILADELPHIA – The Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences (NATAS) announced new categories for the 30th annual Mid-Atlantic Emmy® Awards. This year the Mid-Atlantic Chapter will offer three new categories totaling 70 categories overall. The new categories include:
· Education News – Single Story or Series: For excellence in coverage of schools, teaching or education.

· Commercial: For excellence in commercial production advertising a product, business or service that is conceived, written, created and produced in and for the regional market. Program length commercials, or infomercials, are not eligible.

· Photographer – Video Essay: For excellence by a single individual covering a single- or multi-part news story or program. The video essay creator is the photojournalist, editor and producer, combining together elements captured in the field to tell the story without a report or professional talent track. 

“These new categories reflect the changing landscape of news coverage throughout the Mid-Atlantic region,” said Brad Nau, NATAS Mid-Atlantic Chapter President and Senior Executive Producer of Special Projects at Comcast SportsNet in Philadelphia. “They will allow us to better meet the needs of our members address the content in our region.”
The Mid-Atlantic Chapter also added two new college student production categories for achievement in public affairs/community service/PSAs and long form-fiction/non-fiction. Students honored in these categories will receive a certificate and the college, university or vocational school will receive a Crystal Pillar Student Award for Excellence. 
In addition to the new categories, the Mid-Atlantic Chapter will also begin accepting online entry submissions for the first time starting February 6 when it officially releases the Call for Entries. This year, all entries in categories with time limits under 30 minutes will be uploaded online for judging.  Longer length categories, containing time limits of 30 minutes or more, for programs, newscasts and documentaries will still need to be submitted on DVD. Entries will be accepted through April 16 with an early entry discounted deadline of April 2.  Nominees are announced in August.  

(MORE)
NATAS Mid-Atlantic Chapter - Emmy® Awards
Page 2

The 30th annual Emmy® Awards will be held on Saturday, September 22, 2012, at the Philadelphia Hilton Hotel on City Avenue. The event will include a cocktail hour and silent auction to benefit NATAS Scholarship programs, a sit-down dinner and the award presentations. For more information, please visit: www.natasmid-atlantic.org. 
About NATAS Mid-Atlantic

Mid-Atlantic NATAS is a non-profit, professional association with 650 members in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware representing more than 32 television stations, numerous cable companies and programmers, as well as independent producers, production facilities and educational institutions.
Please visit the website, www.natasmid-atlantic.org, for information about membership benefits and programs. 

